
 

 

 

 

AMAZON ECHO LAUNCHES IN THE UK WITH RADIOPLAYER 

 

Radioplayer has been working with Amazon on a voice-powered ‘skill’ for the 

Amazon Echo. The UK launch date for the smart speaker was announced today 

(Sept 14th) at an Amazon press event. 

 

Radioplayer is one of the official ‘skills’ in the Echo, which is powered by Alexa (a 

personal voice assistant) and will be available to UK customers at the launch of the 

devices. You can ask Radioplayer to play one of 450+ UK radio stations, or to 

recommend stations based on where you are, what’s trending right now, and what 

else you’ve listened to.  

 

The work with Amazon is the latest development from Radioplayer, a non-profit 

organisation at the forefront of audio innovation, backed by the BBC and commercial 

radio. Radioplayer has developed the world’s most powerful browser-players for 

radio, plus apps to encourage radio discovery and cutting-edge hybrid radio 

hardware for cars. Increasingly, Radioplayer is acting as a ‘Research and 

Development’ hub for the international radio industry and there are now licensed 

Radioplayer partnerships in six countries. 

 

“We’ve been prototyping voice-controlled interfaces, but the Echo is by far the most 

capable device we’ve seen” says Michael Hill, Radioplayer’s Managing Director. 

“Voice interfaces will play a huge part in car dashboards and home automation 

devices, and they can help people with impaired vision and mobility too. Working 

with the brilliant people at Amazon has helped us put UK Radio at the forefront of 

voice-powered technology”. 

 

For the Alexa ‘skill’, Radioplayer compiled a unique phonetic database of radio 

station names, ensuring Alexa recognises and pronounces them correctly.   

 

Future developments of the Radioplayer Alexa ‘skill’ could include the ability for a 

listener to set their favourite stations, ask what track’s playing right now, access on-

demand programmes and podcasts and set reminders for their favourite shows.   

 

The Echo device, which was first launched in the US in 2014, is also capable of 

answering questions, reading audiobooks, providing information on local businesses, 

and controlling home hardware devices, all using the Alexa voice service.   

 

Ends 
 



For further information, please visit the Radioplayer website at http://www.radioplayer.co.uk/   
 
Notes to editors: 
General demo of Amazon Echo https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KkOCeAtKHIc 
 
About Radioplayer 
UK Radioplayer is a non-profit partnership between the BBC, Global Radio, Bauer Radio and 
Radiocentre. Find out more at www.radioplayer.co.uk. Radioplayer Worldwide is a group of 
collaborating broadcasters across Germany, Austria, Ireland, Norway, and Belgium. 
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